PICNIC   PARTY

thrown upon the principal figure of all, at the top of the
great division of the cave. As soon as this effect was
perceived, all other work was suspended, and everyone
flocked round the commander of the party while he
drew forth his scroll, and, without any flourish of
trumpets, proceeded nearly as follows:

"The figure that faces the principal entrance is the
most remarkable in this excavation, and has given rise
to numberless conjectures and theories. It is a gi gantic
bust, representing some three-headed being, or three
heads of some being to whom the temple may be
supposed to be dedicated. Dr. William Hunter,
in the Arch<eologiay Vol. VII. p. 292, describes this
bust as having four heads, one being hid behind. It is
to be observed, however, that no traces of the fourth
head appear, it being left entirely to the imagination to
supply it, as well as the fifth on the top, if the bust be
Shiva's. Some writers have imagined that it is what
they have called the Hindu Trinity of Bramha, Vishnu,
and Shiva, and very strange historical conclusions
have been drawn from this hypothesis. The Hindu
Trimurti, or Trinity, as it has been called, does not
occupy a very remarkable place in the theology of the
Brahmins. The word Trimurti means three-forms.

"The three-headed figure at Elephanta represents
the deity only down to the breast, or a third-length.
One head faces the spectator, another looks to the right,
and a third to the left; the fourth may be imagined to
be concealed behind. It will give some idea of its bulk
to mention, that from the top of the cap of the middle
figure to the bottom of the image is seventeen feet ten
inches, while the horizontal curved line, embracing the
three heads at the height of the eyes and touching the
eyes, is twenty-two feet nine inches. All these figures,
it may be mentioned, are carved out of the solid rock,
which is a coarse-grained dark-grey basaltic formation,
called by the geologists trachyte."
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